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Diane - Please send the below out to all after removing this sentence.

All VSC Employees,

Please ensure everyone understands there is no legal basis for granting service
 connection for disabilities claimed as related to CLCW under a presumptive basis. 
 While we may concede exposure to contaminants in the water based on Camp
 Lejeune service during the period January 1957 to December 1987, this is merely
 one prong of establishing the need for a medical exam and opinion.  The actual grant
 or denial of service connection is decided on a direct basis.

A review of decisions made on CLCW cases indicated a small number of cases
 where the language used in the rating decision and notification letter appears to
 grant or deny conditions under rating practices used for presumptive service
 connection.  This must not be done. 

We concede exposure, not presume.  The 14 conditions from the ATSDR list have
 “limited/suggestive evidence of an association with TCE, PCE or a solvent mixture
 exposure.”  They are not presumed to be related to this exposure.  Some examples
 of this incorrect language include ratings and letters stating:

“Although not shown in service, service connection for prostate cancer
 with urinary incontinence secondary to exposure to contaminated water at
 Camp Lejeune has been granted on the basis of presumption.”  (from a
 rating decision)

“Veteran has been diagnosed with fatty liver disease (hepatic steatosis),
 which is on the presumptive list for CLCW.”  (from a deferred)

“CONDITION (claimed as a result of contaminated water exposure) – Your
 condition is not one of the chronic diseases that VA presumes is related
 to your military service.”  (several conditions in one rating and the letter)

Your claimed condition was denied because it does not appear on the list
 of 14 conditions which VA presumes to have been caused by exposure to
 contaminated water at Camp Lejeune.”  (from a rating decision and letter)

“Therefore, exposure to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune is
 presumed.”  (from a rating decision)

We must ensure neither rating decisions nor letters are released to claimants with any
 language remotely suggesting presumptive service connection.



As a reminder, CLCW claims will not be rated using SNL.  Please see your Coach or
 Assistant Coach if you have questions.

Semper Ad Excellentiam, 
Laura Kuerzi-Rodgers 
Veterans Service Center Manager
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