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The VA determines existence of chronic disabilities 

incurred or aggravated by military service.  VA 

compensates the veteran for the residuals of such 

disabilities.

Three requirements for a grant of service connection  

1.  An in-service event (incurred or aggravated), 

2.  A current condition, and 

3.  A medical nexus establishing a link

VA Compensation Claims Process



Veterans Benefits Administration                                                       April 29, 20103

Components of Claims Process

ÅClaims

ÅDuty to Assist

ÅDecisions & Notices

ÅReconsideration
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Duty to Assist Overview

ÅVeterans Claims Assistance Act of 2000 
(VCAA)

ÅVA has a statutory duty to notify and a duty to 
assist a claimant develop evidence 


